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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) FISHERIES CONSERVATION 

STRATEGIES: Conservation strategies include the creation of whale sanctuaries, preserving the 
moratorium against whaling, mitigation of ship strikes, and responding to whales in distress. Federal 
regulations prohibit approaching whales within 100 yards in the water and within 1,000 feet above 

ground level when operating an aircraft. 

Water vessels should follow NOAA Fisheries' Guidelines for Whale Protection and Human Safety 

while boating in Hawai'i. Guidelines include maintaining the appropriate distance (100 yards [yds]), 
passing around whales from behind, stopping the vessel and taking it out of gear if a whale is within 
the 100-yd buffer of the vessel, notifying other vessels that may not be aware of a whale in their 
path, and reporting any collisions with whales to NOAA Fisheries. It is illegal to intentionally 
position your watercraft or jet ski in the path of an approaching whale. 

Humpback whales are protected under the MMPA. It was determined in 2016 that the Central 

North Pacific (Hawaiian archipelago and Johnston Atoll) distinct population segment did not warrant 
listing under the ESA. Any action that is likely to cause harm or to harass them requires a Letter of 
Authorization or an Incidental Harassment Authorization from NOAA Fisheries. 

MCBH CONSERVATION MEASURES: Conservation measures that benefit whales include: 

• Habitat protection and enhancement. MCBH opportunistically removes marine debris from the
water and routinely from land areas within its jurisdiction. Actions are taken to reduce nonpoint
source pollution from the land into the sea such as erosion control measures, which reduce
damage to offshore habitat.

• Restrictions within the 500-yd naval defensive sea area at MCBH Kaneohe Bay. Includes
prohibiting entry of commercial fishing and whale watching vessels.

• Enforcement. The 500-yd-buffer zone is regularly patrolled for violations to regulations.
Marines and civilians are made aware of the regulation to stay 100 yds away from whales in the
ocean, which includes not placing a watercraft, jet ski, or kayak in the path of an approaching
whale.

• Interagency cooperation. MCBH supports NOAA Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National
Marine Sanctuary annual island-wide humpback whale count by providing conditional access
passes to specific vantage points on Mokapu Peninsula for NOAA-sponsored volunteers during
the last Saturday of the month in January, February, and March.

• Education and outreach. Development and distribution of informational material in the form of
fact sheets, and pamphlets, and conduct briefings for military personnel and civilians on base,
which includes new arrivals, and outreach with volunteers.
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