


Hawksbill and Olive Ridley Sea Turtles 

DIET: Adult olive ridley sea turtles are carnivorous and feed on a wide variety of organisms, 

including fish and mollusks. 

REPRODUCTION: Nesting occurs throughout tropical 

waters, but rarely in Hawai'i. Olive ridley sea turtles are 

known for their habit of mass synchronized nestings 

where hundreds to thousands of females come ashore at 

once to lay their eggs. Females nest once or twice a 

season every year after about 15 years of age. They 

produce a clutch of approximately 100 eggs and 

incubation takes 50 to 60 days. 

MCBH OCCURRENCE: Although olive ridley sea turtles 

are rarely seen in Hawai'i, on July 16, 2009, one nested 

on MCBH's Pyramid Rock Beach; the first documented nesting on O'ahu. Although other known 
nestings occurred in on Maui (1985) and Hilo, Hawai'i (2002), the MCBH nesting was the most 

successful of all events, with over 50% of the eggs laid hatching in September 2009. Natural 

Resources staff collaborated with NOAA Fisheries and USFWS biologists to monitor the nest and 

relocate, protect, and conduct a public releasing of the hatchlings. 

CONSERVATION MEASURES: The same conservation measures afforded the green sea turtle will 

be applied to the olive ridley sea turtle where appropriate. 
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