






Hawaiian Monk Seal 

Monitoring & reporting HMS presence on MCBH beaches. MCBH Natural Resources staff has 

partnered with Hawai'i Marine Animal Response (HMAR) to monitor for and respond to monk seal 
sightings on MCBH beaches. Monk seals sighted are reported to the HMAR dispatcher. The HMAR 
monk seal hotline is posted on the MCBH Natural Resources website and on interpretive signs 
installed on all MCBH beaches (expect Pu'uloa). 

Seal protection measures. All monk seal sightings are 
reported to the HMAR Monk Seal Hotline at (808) 220-7802; 
however, MCBH military police also receive reports at (808) 
257-2123.

If a monk seal hauls-out in an area people frequent, trained, 
designated staff will erect barriers around the animal and 
monitor the site. Signs indicate these are protected species, 
that people and pets are required to remain at least 50 feet 

away from any seal on land and in water. If a mother monk 

seal is with their pup(s) stay out of the water as mother 

monk seals can become very aggressive. Contact information 
is posted on the warning signs. 

All training events are required to maintain a 150 feet 
standoff. Stay behind any signs or barriers. 

Use the "rule of thumb" to determine a safe distance (if no signs or barriers are present): 

1. Make a "thumbs up" gesture and extend your arm straight in front of you.
2. Turn your thumb parallel to the ground in your line of sight of the seal.
3. If your thumb covers the entire seal, you are likely far enough away (about 50 feet or 15 m)

Violations: If you see someone closely interacting with marine wildlife-such as by touching or 

chasing them-in person or on social media, you may be witnessing a violation of the MMPA or 

ESA. The best way you can help is to report the incident and submit videos or photos to the 

Natural Resources staff and Conservation Law Enforcement Officers (CLEOs) of potentially 

illegal encounters with monk seals, dolphins, whales, and sea turtles. 

For NOAA Fisheries to take action, it is important to provide the right information. Videos are 
much better for documenting an encounter. The most useful videos clearly show the behavior of 
both the people and the animals involved in the incident. In addition, it can be very difficult to take 
appropriate action without knowing the identity of the people involved. Photos can help law 
enforcement identify people, vessels, or vehicles. 

To submit a report, you can call: 
• MCBH CLEO 808-257-7135
• NOAA Marine Wildlife Hotline: (888) 256-9840 (best number for all protected marine wildlife

emergencies, enforcement is option 6)
• NOAA Office of Law Enforcement: (800) 853-1964
• Send photos, videos, and links to respectwildlife@noaa.gov
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For more information: MCBH Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan. 2022. Sections 6, 7.1, and 7.4. 

PHOTOS 

1. Hawaiian monk seal at MCBH. MCBH. 2010.
2. Hawaiian monk seal on O'ahu. SRGII. 2011.

3. Hawaiian monk seal signage used at MCBH. Dr. Diane Drigot. 2010. 
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