


Hawaiian Gallinule 

MCBH CONSERVATION MEASURES: Hawaiian gallinules occur in wetlands at MCBH Kaneohe Bay, 

primarily at the Klipper Golf Course Ponds, the Percolation Ditch wetland, and the fresh-water 

influenced sections of Nu'upia Ponds WMA. They are also found at MCTAB. 

Regular conservation measures that benefit Hawaiian common moorhens include: 

• Habitat protection and enhancement. Maintaining healthy non-invasive vegetation is important

for gallinules on MCBH. Breeding activity documented at Klipper Golf Course Ponds and the

Percolation Ditch wetland has increased/stabilized since the implementation of habitat

enhancement projects in these locations in 2003 and 2007, respectively. Established BMPs and

conservation measures are employed when a project may have an effect on birds.

• Limiting disturbance. Hawaiian gallinule is a secretive bird that flees from human activity. It is

unknown what level of human activity would affect their breeding success and chick survival

rates.

• Predator control. Moorhen benefit from the on-going trapping of cats, mongoose, and rats

within the WMA and wetlands.

• Wildlife friendly lighting. All exterior lights for new construction, replacement of existing

fixtures, and renovations shall meet or exceed light requirements developed in consultation with

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA), which incorporate International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) standards and research

focused on identifying wildlife-friendly lighting. Natural Resources staff work with base

planners to incorporate wildlife-friendly lighting standards into all projects, which will address

seabird fallout concerns. Appendix E defines the requirements for wildlife-friendly lighting.

• Monitoring to help direct management activities. Natural Resources staff conduct three

yearly waterbird counts as well as periodic and opportunistic monitoring during the rest of the

year.

• Biological monitoring. Contracted biological monitoring is now being regularly incorporated into

all projects whose action areas include MCBH wetlands. The Biological Monitor Roles, Methods,

and Survey Standards are presented in Appendix D.

• Education and outreach. Development and distribution of informational material, including

videos, fact sheets, and briefings for military personnel and civilians on base, including new

arrivals, and outreach with volunteers.

REFERENCES 

DLNR. 2015. Hawai'i 's State Wildlife Action Plan. 

Hawai'i Audubon Society. 2005. Hawai'i's Birds. 6th Edition. 
Hawai'i Design Associates, Inc. with Sustainable Resources Group 

Intn'I., Inc. 2004. Final Report, MCBH Klipper Golf Course 

Ponds Environmental Enhancement, MCBH Kaneohe Bay. 
Prepared through Naval Facilities Engineering Services 

Center, Pt. Hueneme, CA for Environmental Dept., MCBH 
Kaneohe Bay. Feb. 

Lohr, M. 2010. Waterbird Monitoring Report at the Percolation 

Ditch Wetland and Golf Course Wetlands, Marine Corps Base 

Hawai'i, Kane'ohe Bay, .July 23,2010 to December 8, 2010. MCBH 
Environmental Department Internal Report. 

MCBH INRMP Update (2023-2027) 
C2-46 

June 2023 



Hawaiian Gallinule 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 2005. Draft Revised Recovery Plan for Hawaiian Waterbirds, Second Draft of 

Second Revision. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Portland, Oregon. 155 pp. 
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PHOTOS 

1. Hawaiian common moorhen. MCBH.

2. Hawaiian common moorhen eggs. MCBH.

3. Hawaiian common moorhens parents and chicks. MCBH.
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