
Hawaiian Green Sea Turtle 

COMMON NAME: Green Turtle, Green Sea Turtle 
HAWAIIAN NAME: Honu 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Che Ionia mydas 

LEGAL STATUS: Threatened (Federal/State). Endangered (IUCN Red List). Protected under 
CITES. Hawai'i is part of the Central North Pacific DPS for green sea turtles. 

APPEARANCE: Green sea turtles are the largest 
hard-shell sea turtle, averaging three feet in 
length and weighing 300 to 350 pounds. They have 
a heart-shaped shell that is smooth with shades 
of black, gray, green, brown and yellow on top and 
yellow-white on the bottom. All hatchlings have a 
black dorsal surface and a white ventral surface. 
Flippers of green sea turtles are single-clawed. 

HABITAT: Honu are most often found in shallow, 
protected or semi-protected, water around coral .... ..-....... -. .... 
reefs and coastal areas. These habitats contain ...._ _ ___.a..-.11..:;:;_ _ __.._ =iE;._....., __ __,,.....:111o..;:� 

sea grasses and algae for foraging and shelter from predators such as tiger sharks. Key foraging 
habitat can be found around most of the Hawaiian Islands, but they often return to the same 
foraging areas after the breeding season. Female green sea turtles migrate between foraging areas 
and nesting beaches. Basking can occur on both nesting beaches and non-nesting areas. 

DIET: Adult green sea turtles are almost exclusively herbivorous. Their diet mainly consists of 
algae (limu) and seagrasses, though they may also forage on sponges, invertebrates, and discarded 
fish. 

REPRODUCTION: Green sea turtles nest primarily 
in the NWHI but frequent the MHI for much of 
the year feeding on limu. Females nest every 2 to 4 
years after approximately 22 years of age. Female 
green turtles reach maturity at 25 to 35 years. 
They return to the same beaches where they 
hatched. Nesting occurs April 1 - October 30. 
Females lay an average of five nests (or clutches) 
60-100 eggs each at approximately two-week
intervals. Eggs incubate for approximately 50 days
before hatching. Hatchlings emerge almost
exclusively at night and move immediately towards
the brightest horizon.

THREATS: 
• Disease. Fibropapillomatosis, a tumor-forming disease associated with herpesvirus, occurs on

honu in Hawai'i. Fibropapillomatosis tumors are external and can impede critical functions such
as swimming, eating, breathing, vision, and reproduction.

• Habitat degradation. Alien seaweeds are displacing important foraging, resting, and cleaning
habitats. Other threats include loss or degradation of foraging habitats along coastal areas due
to development, sedimentation, soil erosion, or sewage.
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256-9840 for rehabilitation and/or necropsy. If the turtle is in the water, it is brought ashore, if 

safe to do so, and the entanglement removed. We do not remove barbed hooks but cut the fishing 

line as close as possible to the hook.

Educational outreach. Conduct education and outreach efforts, particularly to address threats 
such as fishing interactions, marine recreation interactions, and marine debris. Briefings are given 
to military personnel on base, which include information on sea turtle reporting procedures and 
appropriate actions to follow. Informational material on sea turtles is provided to visitors staying at 
the Temporary Lodging Facility, beach cottages, cabanas and made available at all public events held 
on base. Fishermen are required to use barbless fishing hooks: barbed hooks that have been 
crimped down are acceptable. Information on sea turtle reporting procedures is posted on the 
MCBH Environmental Divisions' Natural Resources website or you may contact the Environmental 

Division at (808) 496-7000 I 7131 or (808) 285-6464. 

Additional Measures. MCBH will also implement the following measures in support of sea turtle 

conservation. 

1. Map and Protect seagrass beds foraged by turtles - USFWS is mapping the seagrass beds within

the MCBH's 500 yard Defensive Sea Area as part of the Marine surveys.

2. Motorboats must drive slowly (5-10 knots) near the marina, boat launch areas, within 200 feet
of nearshore areas, and coral reefs or where water is 15 feet or shallower.

3. No motor boats will be allowed in Pali Kilo Cove.

4. Provide NOAA "Fishing around Sea Turtles" and "Boating Around Sea Turtles" decals to the

MCBH marina and Waterfront Operations to be placed in their boats. These decals will also be

provided to the dive shop on base. Examples of these decal stickers are provided below.
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Sea Turtles 

Questions?

Know what to do if you 
accidentally catch a 

sea turtle while fishing 
in Hawaii 

� 

CALL HOTLINE for technical guidance 
ETY ·I ST

REEL-IN turtle with care 
If safe to help HOLD turtle by its shell 

CUT LINE close to hook (leave hook) 
RELEASE with no line attached 

For more information and tips on how to prevent 
or reduce the potential for interactions, visit the 

FISHING AROUND SEALS AND TURTLES program. 

Tip: Use barbless circle hooks 
to help reduce sea turtle and 

monk seal injuries. 

NOAA 
FISHERIES 

Contact: RespectWildlife@noaa.gov 
Take a photo to link 

to 1he wet>page. 

For marine animals in distress, call the Marine Animal Response Hotline: (888) 256-9840
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